This terribly high death-rate is attributed in a great measure to the condition into which the classes from which emigrants are drawn, were thrown by the famine.
1867-08.?By this time the financial crisis of 1866-67 had become fully felt by the Tea-planting interest, and the demand for labor had, in consequence, become limited to those gardens which had been so far able to tide over the difficulty. It is, moreover, probable that the impetus given to emigration by the famine had now become exhausted. Thus we find that from 48,033 and 13,540 of the previous two years, the number had dwindled down to 8,963. The deaths in the Calcutta depots were 0'73 per cent, from cholera, and 1*85 per cent, from other diseases. Dr. Macnamara, the then Medical Inspector of Emigrants, makes the following observations regarding the health of the emigrants while located in the Calcutta depots : " The improvement in the health of the coolies while in depot may, I think, be ascribed to four principal causes ; to the diminished number of coolies who temporarily inhabit them ; to the fact that the four depots now at work are on the whole the best of all the many depots that have been in operation since the establishment of Act III. More care is, I believe, now exercised in the recruitment of the coolies, for those sent down this year have, as a whole, been healthier and stronger than those recruited in 1866-67.
But this improvement may be in fact due to another cause which has, I think, helped in lessening the mortality in the depots, namely, that the people in their own country have recovered from the effects of the famine of 1865-66." The mortality on the way to Assam was from cholera 2'54 percent.; from other diseases 1*37 per cent.-3-91 per cent, from all causes: and on the way to Cachar 4'92 per cent, from cholera and 0"75 per cent, from other diseases.=5*67 per cent, from all causes.
The mortality was still terribly high. 
